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E.O. 11652: N/A 

OUAGADOUGOU FOR SPENCER PASS MENSAH, ROME FOR FODAG, 
LONDON FOR BAAS, PARIS FOR ZACHARY, USEC FOR WENDT 

SUBJECT: GIRM REQUEST FOR USG AIRLIFT 

REF: (A) NOUAKCHOTT 738 (B) NOUAKCHOTT 747 

1. FOLLOWING GUIDANCE PROVIDED CONCERNING EXPECTED GIRM 
REQUEST FOR USG EMERGENCY AIRLIFT. ASSUME EMBASSY CONCURS 
GIRM REQUEST WILL MEET PREVIOUSLY CABLED AIRLIFT CRITERIA, 

1. E., NO OTHER WAY DELIVER GRAIN AND NO PROSPECT 
CONVENTIONAL GRAIN SHIPMENTS ARRIVING IN TIME PREVENT 
SEVERE HARDSHIP. 

2. USG PREFERS GIRM ATTEMPT ARRANGE EMERGENCY AIRLIFT 
THROUGH FAO REPRESENTATIVE IN OUAGADOUGOU, MOISE MENSAH. 
BELIEVE FAO ALREADY COORDINATING OPERATIONS NUMEROUS 
PLANES IN REGION (FROM VARIOUS DONORS) AND POSSIBILITY 
EXISTS FAO COULD ARRANGE IMMEDIATE DIVERSION OF A PLANE 
MEET GIRM NEED. 

3. IF FAO UNABLE ARRANGE DIVERSION PLANE CURRENTLY 
OPERATING UNDER THEIR AEGIS, USG WILLING ALLOT DISASTER 
RELIEF FUNDS TO AMBASSADOR MEET FUEL COSTS ASSOCIATED 
SPANISH PLANES MENTIONED REFTEL AS LONG AS PREVIOUS GIRM 
OFFER TO GOS STANDS, AND GOS PROVIDES PLANES AS DISCUSSED. 
USG SEES AVAILABILITY FOUR PLANES IN LIEU ONE, PROVIDING 
MUCH GREATER CAPACITY AND FLEXIBILITY MOVE GRAIN AT GOOD 
COST EFFECTIVENESS. DURATION USG PAYMENT FUEL COSTS WOULD 
BE DECIDED AT APPROPRIATE TIME. WOULD APPRECIATE 
USEMBASSY MADRID INQUIRING STATUS GOS ACTION GIRM REQUEST 
FOR GOS PAYING FUEL COSTS OBVIOUSLY PREFERABLE. 

4. AID/W ANALYSIS DATT COMMENT ON NEMA IN REFTEL, PLUS 
OTHER INFORMATION CONTAINED NOUAKCHOTT'S 602, INDICATE 
LIGHTER PLANE (SUCH AS TRANSALL) WOULD BE PREFERABLE ON 
NEMA RUN. DOES FRG AMBASSADOR HAVE ANY INDICATION 
WILLINGNESS FRG PROVIDE PLANE SATISFY GIRM REQUEST? 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 STATE 168617 


5. BELIEVE ONE OF ABOVE APPROACHES WILL BE BETTER, MORE 
SUCCESSFUL, QUICKER THAN FOR USG ARRANGE OWN PLANE. IF 
ABOVE APPROACHES DO NOT BEAR FRUIT, HOWEVER, USG STANDS 
READY ARRANGE APPROPRIATE RESPONSE MEET NEED. REQUEST 
INFORMATION CONCERNING FUEL AVAILABILITY FOR AIRCRAFT 
USING NEMA, TYPE NIGHT LANDING FACILITIES, OTHER 
PERTINENT DATA. 
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6. STATE/AID AWARE POSSIBLE SENSITIVITIES DISCUSSING 
GIRM-THIRD COUNTRY CONTACTS REVEALED PER REFTEL (I.E., 
SPAIN-US DISCUSSIONS) WITH GIRM. DEPARTMENT CONFIDENT 
CHARGE CAN PRESENT OUR SUGGESTIONS IN SUCH LIGHT AS TO 
ELIMINATE ANY POSSIBLE DIFFICULTIES. CHARGE MAY ALSO WISH 
POINT OUT, SHOULD QUESTION ARISE, THAT FAO ASSUMPTION ROLE 
AS COORDINATOR AIRLIFT IN REGION, GREATER KNOWLEDGE 
LOCATION PRESENT AIRCRAFT, AND THEIR POTENTIAL MOST RAPID 
RESPONSE, ALL REASONS WHY USG RECOMMENDING GIRM WORK 
THROUGH FAO MEET PRESENT NEED. 

DECONTROL 12/31/73. RUSH 
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